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Introduction
One of the most poignant critiques that is made of Christianity is lack of
unity, particularly when it comes to its teachings. Yet almost every Christian
denomination says their beliefs are founded on the Bible, so why such
differences in understanding? How is it possible that some who declare to be
guided by the Holy Writ believe that the Sabbath is on Saturday, while others
believe it’s on Sunday, and even some others think it’s every day? It is not only
the day of worship; there are differences in almost every doctrinal point in
Christianity. Where do all these variations come from? What is the source of
such dispersion? I´d propose that there are various reasons, but fundamentally
these differences exist because not all Christians build on the same system of
interpretation, in spite of using the very same writings. Not all Christians read
the Bible in the same way. It seems that when we read our Bible we filter it
through a preconceived worldview; and when we interpret the Bible we do it
through our own assumptions of meaning. Can such a problem be overcome?
Any casual observer of the religious world can see this gamut of
differences. The soul that thirsts asks: where is the truth? What is truth? Is there
really something that we could call the truth? How can we know what is truth?
If we accept the Bible as the Word of God, we do not need to deceive ourselves
as Pilate1 did. The Scriptures are not a postmodern manifesto. From reading
them we know that the Word of God is truth2, that the person of Jesus is the
truth3, and that the Bible is the reality as God declares it4 to be. There is a place
where we can know the truth. Let’s repeat this concept and really try to believe
it: we can know the truth.
We have most likely heard that “the path of the just is as the shining
light, that shines more and more unto the perfect day”5. This verse tells us that
there is a process involved in which there is a progressing or increasing of light6,
1

John 8:38 Pilate saith unto him, What is truth?
John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
3
John 14: 6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.
4
Isaiah 46:9Remember the former things of old: For I am God, and there is none else; I am God,
and there is none like me, 10Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times the
things that are not yet done, Saying, My counsel shall stand, And I will do all my pleasure: 11
Calling a ravenous bird from the east, The man that executeth my counsel from a far country:
Yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it.
5
Proverbs 4:18But the path of the just is as the shining light, That shineth more and more unto
the perfect day.
6
Psalms 119:105Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, And a light unto my path.
2
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until the day is perfect. In spite of the fact that we might not personally be at
that stage of growing light, our experience does not deny the fact that there is
truth to be understood. The Scriptures declare:
Proverbs 23:23 Buy the truth, and sell it not; Also wisdom, and instruction,
and understanding.

When we are told that we should “buy the truth”, it is pointing out to us that
we should give up something. This could also be another reason why there are
so many differences when it comes to beliefs in the Christian world –we have
not gotten rid of something that we need to get rid of. In the midst of such
Babel7, how can we know what is important and what is superfluous?
All over, we can hear the claim: “Here is Christ8!” But we hear in the Scripture
the call:
Revelation 18:4And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out
of her, my people, That ye be not partakers of her sins, And that ye
receive not of her plagues.

Scripture shows us that God is calling His people to come out of Babylon, out of
confusion. Confusion causes us to be partakers of the sins of Babylon; this is
what it means to be in Babylon. Even if we are sincere, if we are in confusion we
will be partakers of her sins. God calls His people to know the truth, to the point
where it can be said of them: “In their mouth no guile was found”9.
It is God’s call, and therefore it is possible, for each one of us to come
out of Babylon. It is God’s promise to deliver us from this state. To voluntarily
remain in confusion is not God’s plan. God wants to take us to the point where
we know the truth. He wants us to know Jesus, to have Jesus,10 because He is
the truth. How can I know whether a sentence or a belief is truth? Christ tells us

7

Genesis 11: 9 Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the
language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all
the earth.
8
Matthew 24: 23 Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not.
24
For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders;
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.
9
Revelation 14: 5 And in their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault before the
throne of God.
10
John 3: 16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Galatians 4: 6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts,
crying, Abba, Father.

5

that the Word of God is truth11. But there are so many different beliefs, and
apparently all of them come from the Bible, so how can we know? And how can
I know the truth when I myself find apparent contradictions in the Bible? It is
here that the principles or rules of interpretation become relevant. It is at this
point where how we read the Bible makes all the difference. It is interesting that
Paul advises us to rightly divide the Word of truth12; this means that we are in
danger of dividing it wrongly. We can actually end up not properly using the
Word of truth. How is the Word of truth properly handled then? To answer
these questions, we need to enter into what is known as hermeneutics13 or
exegesis14. Let’s read the following verses:
Luke 10:25 And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him,
saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? 26 He said unto him,
What is written in the law? how readest thou?

In reading, we notice the following:
a. What is the question about? It’s about how to inherit eternal life, a topic
of critical importance. When it comes to how to inherit eternal life, we
need to pay attention to how Jesus answers. His answer is directly
connected to reading and understanding the Scriptures15, as well as the
process of knowing God and Jesus16.
b. Who is asking? A certain lawyer - an expert in hermeneutics! He should
know about this, shouldn’t he?
c. Why was the question asked? It was asked with the intention of
tempting Jesus. The lawyer already had the answer; he thought he knew
it. He didn’t approach Jesus to learn, but to test Him.

11

John 17:17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
2 Timothy 2: 15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
13
Definition of hermeneutic:
1 hermeneutics plural in form but singular or plural in construction: the study of the
methodological principles of interpretation (as of the Bible).
2: a method or principle of interpretation
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/hermeneutic
14
Definition of exegesis:
Exposition, explanation
Especially: an explanation or critical interpretation of a text.
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/exegesis
15
John 5: 39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they
which testify of me.
16
John 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom thou hast sent.
12
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d. How did Jesus answer? He basically answered with two questions. He
directed the lawyer to the Scriptures when he asked: “What is written in
the law?” And then He directed the question to the reader of the
Scriptures, when He asked: “How readest thou?” Jesus doesn’t make any
reference to the best-known scholars of the day. Rather, He establishes
the authority of the Bible. And then, He asks the reader, “How do you
read?”
So how do we read? When we go to Jesus, and when we go the Scriptures, why
do we go? What is the intent of the heart? How do we rightly divide the Word
of truth? On these we will dwell next. We will list what is understood to be the
fundamental principles of interpretation. But before digging in, we need to
clarify a couple of points:
1. The following list of rules of interpretation is not a fully developed
research methodology. Not all the rules of interpretation are included in
this list. Yet any system of interpretation must include, as its core
element, the rules that will be developed here.
2. The list presented here is no novelty of my own devising. First of all, the
principles are presented in the Bible itself! Secondly, they are a
summarized version of William Miller’s17 rules of interpretation, as the
author of this booklet understands them.
Let’s start, then, the review of these principles or rules of interpretation.

17

William Miller (1782-1849) was an American farmer and Baptist preacher who announced the
coming of Christ around 1844. He founded the popular movement known as Millerism. In the
War of 1812, he served as a captain. After the war, he returned to his farm in Low Hampton,
New York, where he hoped to live quietly as a farmer along with being a justice of the peace. In
1816 he was converted to Christianity. He wrote that the Bible “became my delight, and in Jesus
I found a friend.” His skeptical friends, mostly Deists, challenged him, which led to an orderly
study of the Bible, beginning with Genesis. He wrote that with any obscure text, he would
compare it with all collateral passages with the help of Cruden’s Concordance until he could
harmonize these passages. … More at:
https://www.ellengwhitetruth.com/life-times/two-great-disappointments/who-was-williammiller
See the rules at: http://maranathamedia.com/download/view/millers-rules-of-bibleintepretation
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First rule
All Scripture is inspired of God.
As children of God, we are to accept all that His Word declares. The Bible
is not a menu from which we can pick and choose which truths we would rather
adhere to and which ones we’d rather ignore. All the Bible is truth. It is not the
totality of the truth, because not every truth is revealed, but the totality of the
Bible is truth. Let’s review some verses that make this point clear:

2 Timothy 3:15-17
15 And

that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are
able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ
Jesus. 16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all
good works.

We would like to notice several points from these verses. First of all, the
Scriptures are able to make us wise unto salvation. Salvation from what?
Salvation of our souls18 from fire everlasting19. This salvation is the object and
end result of faith, which is in Jesus Christ. All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God. All means all. There is nothing in the Scriptures that is left out. What are
the Scriptures for? They are given to us in order that the man of God may be
perfect20. The end of all Scriptures is to fully prepare man unto all good works,
18

1 Peter 1: 9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.
Matthew 25: 41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed,
into everlasting fire, kprepared for the devil and mhis angels:
Revelation 20: 9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the
saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured
them. 10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where
the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.
Jude 6 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath
reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 7 Even as
Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them, in like manner giving themselves over to
fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance
of eternal fire.
20
Matthew 5:43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate
thine enemy. 44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to
them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 45 That
ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the
19
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to the point in which there is no good work that the man of God cannot do. We
see the connection between the words all (in reference to Scripture) and perfect
(in reference to works). It is the totality of the Scriptures which can make the
man of God perfect, thoroughly prepared, in his entirety, unto every
conceivable good work, missing not even one of these good works.

Matthew 4:4
4 But

he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

Jesus’ trial in the desert contains, in the few verses in which it is
described, invaluable information on how to use the Scriptures. What Jesus
says, and the way in which He says it, shows and teaches us the basic principles
of Bible interpretation.
The tempter went to Jesus after a long period of fasting and served Him
with the first temptation, suggesting Him to use His divine powers as the Son of
God to turn stones into bread. Jesus’ answer is clear: Not only by bread shall
man live. In order for man to live, he must also live by every word that proceeds
out of the mouth of God, including those that declared him to be the Son of
God21. Not one word must be lost,22 every word must be taken and assimilated
into our life as food. Man shall live by every word of God.

Matthew 5:17-18
17 Think

not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not
come to destroy, but to fulfil. 18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all
be fulfilled.

evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if ye love them which
love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? 47 And if ye salute your
brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so? 48 Be ye therefore
perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.
21
Matthew 3: 16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and,
lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and
lighting upon him: 17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.
22
John 6: 12 When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that
remain, that nothing be lost.
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Jesus’ words have an irrefutable clarity. Nothing, not even a letter, will
be done away with. Rather, Jesus fulfills it all. Jesus’ understanding of the law is
wider than what we might first think. Even though the law referred to was in
many cases the Pentateuch, we can see that Jesus’ understanding of the law
expanded to all the Scriptures. For instance, when Jesus told the Pharisees that
it was written in their law “ye are gods”23, He confirmed the Psalms as being
part of the law by declaring that the Scriptures cannot be broken. The nation
was instructed by the law (in the Psalms24 and the Prophets25) that Christ abides
forever26. Every word is important and must be included. The question could be
asked, why is this so? We read as follows:
Psalms 12:6 The words of the Lord are pure words: As silver tried in a
furnace of earth, purified seven times.

The words of the Lord are pure words. God’s Word has been purified seven
times, and as such, is perfectly pure, without any trace of impurity.

Deuteronomy 29:29
29 The

secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which
are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do
all the words of this law.

From this we learn that not all is revealed in the Scriptures. There are
things which remain secret unto our God. The revelation of God has a specific
purpose, which is that we may do all the words of “this law”. The end of the
revelation of God is that man be perfect, that he may be fully prepared for every
good work27.
23

John 10: 34 Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? 35 If he called
them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken; 36 Say ye of
him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I
said, I am the Son of God?
24
Psalms 110:1 The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, Until I make thine enemies
thy footstool.
Psalms 89:4 Thy seed will I establish for ever, And build up thy throne to all generations. Selah.
25
Isaiah 9: 7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, Upon the throne
of David, and upon his kingdom, To order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice
From henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.
26
John 12: 34 The people answered him, We have heard out of the law that Christ abideth for
ever: and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted up? who is this Son of man?
27
By this point some might be facing an important cognitive dissonance. Expressions such as
“perfect”, “every good work”, “do all the words of this law”, and similar ones, might be creating
a current of rejection or questioning. But we appeal to the text. Please note, we are only
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Conclusions
In conclusion, the Scriptures are in their entirety inspired of God. Every
word of God, even the jot and the tittle, proceeded from the mouth of God. This
means that there is nothing that we can afford to ignore; everything must be
included. Surely some might object and say that God didn’t dictate the Bible
word by word. But if we read carefully, that is not what is being declared. While
the union of the divine with the human agent is a mystery, it is safe to affirm
what the Scriptures declare, of which the verses listed above are a sample. We
can confidently say that every word of God is pure, that every letter is
important, and that everything from the Scriptures must be included when
studying them.

repeating what the text declares. This dissonance only tells us that there is conflict between
what the verse declares and our current understanding. It signals contradiction, inconsistency,
and there is a demand of resolution, ideally, if not rejected. Is this not a sign that we all need to
deeply study and truly understand and experience the high calling to the mystery of God?
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Second rule
We cannot add words to, nor remove any words from, Scripture.
We cannot add our own concepts to the Word of God. Everything should
be accepted, just as it comes. Let’s see a few verses for this rule:

Deuteronomy 4:2
2 Ye

shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye
diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord
your God which I command you.

The commandment is clear. We shall not add unto the Word that God
has commanded us, neither we shall diminish from it. What is interesting is the
reason why God gives us this instruction. We should not add to nor remove from
them in order to keep the commandments of God. What a reason! Naturally, all
who would like to be part of the generation that keeps the commandments of
God and the prophets28 (to them the testimony of Jesus belongs) must pay
attention to this instruction.

Revelation 22:18-19
18 For

I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of
this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto
him the plagues that are written in this book: 19 And if any man shall take
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away
his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book.

This verse declares the terrifying consequences of altering the Word of
God. If any man shall add to the Word of God, God will add to him the plagues
that are written in the book. If any man shall remove from the words of the
book, he shall be taken away from the book of life. Even in this, our faith is
tested. Do we believe this Word?

28

Revelation 12: 17 And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the
remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ.
Revelation 14: 12 Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments
of God, and the faith of Jesus.
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Deuteronomy 12:29-32
29 When

the LORD thy God shall cut off the nations from before thee,
whither thou goest to possess them, and thou succeedest them, and
dwellest in their land; 30 Take heed to thyself that thou be not snared by
following them, after that they be destroyed from before thee; and that
thou inquire not after their gods, saying, How did these nations serve
their gods? even so will I do likewise. 31 Thou shalt not do so unto the
LORD thy God: for every abomination to the LORD, which he hateth, have
they done unto their gods; for even their sons and their daughters they
have burnt in the fire to their gods. 32 What thing soever I command you,
observe to do it: thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it.

Again, we have the admonition on how careful we should be to not add
nor remove from what God has given to us. The context is warning us to not go
after the gods and religions of the neighboring nations; we should not have
other gods except the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob29. We shouldn’t ask nor
go after these other gods nor learn how our neighbors serve them. This is
because when we look at the actions of the neighboring nations, we see that
the image of the gods that they behold and worship is reflected in those nations
- an image which God abhors. The people of God shall not go after other gods
so that they will not fall into the same practices likened to the image and
likeness of these other gods. If we dare to ignore or add to His revelation, we
risk having another god - a god that will give us his own image, according to the
cutout and folding of our natural, wicked heart30.

Proverbs 30:5-6
pure:

Let us look first at the context for the idea that “every word of God is
Proverbs 30:4 Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended? Who
hath gathered the wind in his fists? Who hath bound the waters in a
garment? Who hath established all the ends of the earth? What is his
name, and what is his son’s name, if thou canst tell? 5 Every nword of God
is pure: He is a shield unto them that put their trust in him. 6 Add thou
not unto his words, Lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.

In order to know His name and His Son’s name we must accept every word of
God – that is the connection made in the verse. In order to know the questions
asked, we shouldn’t add unto His words. We find in this passage that the
29

Luke 13: 28 There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and
Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out.
30
Jeremiah 17: 9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know
it?
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revelation of the knowledge of the Father and Son is connected to accepting the
whole Word of God just as it comes, without adding to nor subtracting from it.
The text declares that if we were to add to His Word, we would be found lying.
And that is not the condition in which we want to be found, given the following
testimony:
Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and
emurderers, and fwhoremongers, and gsorcerers, and idolaters, and hall
liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and
brimstone: which is the second death.

We notice two things: unbelievers and liars. To not believe in the Word of God
is to not believe God, which is akin to diminishing the Word. Thus, we find the
two main no-go areas when it comes to dealing with the Scriptures: adding to
and removing from them.
This text in Proverbs introduces another element to our analysis: it tells
us that every word of God is pure, and that He, who is God, is a shield unto them
that put their trust in Him. He is a shield. A shield is a defensive weapon, and
can be found mostly where there is conflict, war and battle. A shield is most
useful to stop an attack; its whole purpose is to protect the body of the soldier.
If any part of his body protrudes out of the shield, that part will not be protected.
What this verse is telling us is that God Himself is our shield; a shield to those
who trust in Him. God Himself, with his own body, blocks the attack of the
enemy. This has been proved literal in Calvary31. God is a shield to all those that
receive all His words, trusting in Him. Receiving every word makes God and His
Word our shield. As it says in another place:
Psalms 18:30 As for God, his way is perfect: The word of the LORD is tried:
He is a buckler to all those that trust in him.

Not my way, but God’s way, is perfect. That means that the Word of the Lord is
tried and found to be shield to those who trust in Him. As it says:
Psalms 91:4 He shall cover thee with his feathers, And under his iwings
shalt thou trust: His truth shall be thy shield and buckler.

And Paul repeats the concept:

31

Isaiah 53:4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, And carried our sorrows: Yet we did esteem him
stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. 5But he was pwounded for our transgressions, He was
bruised for our iniquities: The chastisement of our peace was upon him; And swith his stripes we
are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned every one to his own way; And
the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

14

Ephesians 6: 16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

The truth of God, The Scriptures32, or Jesus33, are a shield and a buckler
to those who trust. Let’s see a real-life example of how this works:
Matthew 4: 3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the
Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 4 But he
answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 5 Then the devil
taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the
temple, 6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself
down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee:
and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy
foot against a stone. 7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt
not tempt the Lord thy God. 8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an
exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the
world, and the glory of them; 9 And saith unto him, All these things will
I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. 10 Then saith Jesus
unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 11 Then the devil leaveth
him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.

Notice how implicit and simple is the faith of Jesus: it’s as that of a child. “It is
written” is what Jesus mostly says. He uses the Word of God, from a position of
trust, to shield Himself behind it. When we only (without adding) use the whole
(without diminishing) Word of God, we stand behind the shield – we stand
behind God. The attacks are not now against us anymore, but against Him. To
add to or remove from the Word of God is to position ourselves away from the
protection we might find behind the shield.

Conclusions
In conclusion, to stand firm in the day of the battle of the Lord, we shall
not add from our own words, nor diminish from the Word of God. Everything
shall be taken, with nothing to be added, and nothing to be removed. If we do
this, God Himself and His Word will be a shield to us.

32

John 17: 17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
John 14: 6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me.
33
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Third rule
The Scriptures cannot be broken.
We cannot affirm nor believe something that it is in contradiction with
the Scriptures. Let’s read this in the following verses:

John 10:35
35 If

he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the
scripture cannot be broken;

Let’s include a bit of context to understand under which circumstances
Jesus said that the Scriptures cannot be broken:
22 And

it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter.
Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon’s porch. 24 Then came the
Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us
to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 25 Jesus answered them, I
told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father’s name,
they bear witness of me. 26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my
sheep, tas I said unto you. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me: 28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 29 My
Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to
pluck them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and my Father are one. 31 Then
the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus answered them,
Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which of those
works do ye stone me? 33 The Jews answered him, saying, For a good
work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being
a man, makest thyself God. 34 Jesus answered them, Is it not written in
your law, I said, Ye are gods? 35 If he called them gods, unto whom the
word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken; 36 Say ye of him,
whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou
blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God? 37 If I do not the works
of my Father, believe me not. 38 But if I do, though ye believe not me,
believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in
me, and I in him. 39 Therefore they sought again to take him: but he
escaped out of their hand,
23 And

The Jews come to Jesus and surround Him. They demand from Him to plainly
and openly declare if He is the Messiah. Jesus answered them, telling them that
He has already answered the question and that they didn’t believe Him. The
works that Jesus was doing testified of who He was. They didn’t recognize Him
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nor believe in Him because they were not of His sheep. His sheep would follow
Him. And Jesus moves forward in declaring what He is capable of, in a way that
He leaves no doubt as to His identity. Speaking of His sheep, He says, “I give
them eternal life”, “they shall never perish”. And then, speaking of His
relationship to God34, He says “I and my Father are one”. Hearing this, they take
stones and are ready to kill Him. Jesus then asks them for which of His Father’s
good works they want to stone Him. Then they answered Him, saying that it is
not for works that they want to stone Him, but because being a man, He makes
himself God. Jesus simply answered by stating that their law, that they were so
jealous in upholding, calls gods to those to “whom the Word of God came”. And
if that is the case, how could they accuse Him of blasphemy when He declared
Himself to be the Son of God? Now, when Jesus mentions the law, He adds the
comment that we are interested in, serving as a clarification regarding the law:
Their law, declares Jesus, cannot be broken, and by that declaration, it becomes
Jesus’ law as well. With this expression, Jesus closes the argument. He is telling
them that if the Scriptures, their law, affirm this, given that the Scriptures
cannot be broken, He cannot be a blasphemer by declaring to be the Son of God.
By telling them that the Scriptures cannot be broken, Jesus teaches that we
cannot affirm or declare something that goes contrary to the Bible. To declare
and affirm things that are contrary to the Scriptures is to do violence to, to
break, or to crucify the Word of God. We see that missing or adding scripture
causes one to misunderstand the Son of God.

Isaiah 8:19-20
19 And

when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar
spirits, And unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: Should not a
people seek unto their God? For the living to the dead? 20 To the law and
to the testimony: If they speak not according to this word, It is because
there is no light in them.

In order to know if we are dealing with enchanters, wizards or directly with
spiritual beings that pretend to be the living dead, the law and the testimony
will be the standard that will measure every declaration. Testimony is a
reference to the testimony of Jesus35, that is the Spirit of Prophecy, or the
messages of the prophets of God. “To the law and the prophets” is the standard
34

Jesus declares that the God of the Jews is his Father.
John 8: 54 Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour is nothing: it is my Father that
honoureth me; of whom ye say, that he is your God:
35
Revelation 19: 10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou do it not:
I am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: worship God: for
the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.
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by every belief, statement, declaration and sentence should be tested. If a
belief, statement, sentence or declaration does not measure up to the
testimony of the Scriptures, the text tells us that the condition of those doing it
is as that of someone to whom light has not come yet. To declare something
against the Scriptures puts us in darkness. Only the Word of God can bring light
and order in our world, to the point of making it very good36.
Let’s turn now to Jesus facing the tempter:

Matthew 4:8-11
8 Again,

the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and
sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 9 And
saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down
and worship me. 10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for
it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt
thou serve. 11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and
ministered unto him.

The tempter takes Jesus to an exceeding high mountain, where he shows him
all the glory, and not the misery, of all the kingdoms of this world. The very
reason of Christ’s mission is appealed to. It seems as though the lost
inheritance37 is offered to Jesus in exchange of Jesus falling down and
worshipping him. To this offer Jesus responds by asking him to leave, since the
Scriptures declare that we should only worship and serve the Lord our God.
Satan here opened to our Savior an enchanted ground by apparently offering
Him the very fulfilment of His mission by doing something that was explicitly
against the Scriptures. This reveals what the tempter’s biggest desire is. But
Jesus’ answer was again: “It is written”. Jesus refuses the offer, for the simple
reason that it is against the clear testimony of the Word of God. In this story we
learn from Jesus that even if someone offers us the very reason and mission of
our existence in this world (assuming that we know it), it cannot be accepted if
36

Genesis 1:1 IN the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 2 And the earth was
without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God
moved upon the face of the waters. 3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 4 And
God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. … 31 And God
saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. …
37

Psalms 2:8 Ask of me, And I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, And the
uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.
Isaiah 52: 3For thus saith the LORD, Ye have sold yourselves for nought; And ye shall be redeemed
without money.
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it violates the Scriptures. The end doesn’t justify breaking the law and the
prophets. The mission doesn’t permit us to crucify the Word of God.

Conclusions
In conclusion, we learn that the Bible tells us that we cannot contradict
it, break it, nor go against it in any or all of its parts.
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Fourth rule
No Word of God is of any private interpretation.
This means that Scripture explains Scripture. If I want to understand a
verse, I must use another verse in order to gain understanding. I cannot use
what I believe, what I like, or what I would like. I cannot use what my highly
evolved and self-called progressive culture dictates, and I cannot use what my
favorite group (from my religion) of experts affirms. This does not mean that we
don’t listen to other men explain Scripture; on the contrary, we listen to verify
that they are using Scripture to explain Scripture. To put it differently, the
guiding principle is “Sola Scriptura”38. History shows that there are terrible
consequences to abandoning this principle. There is the human tendency to put
on our shoulders the heavy responsibility of interpretation, but there is no need
for that. We can admit that we don’t know and we don’t understand. The Bible
explains itself. The Scripture is its own interpreter. One verse explains another,
and another these first two, until the Scriptures transform themselves into an
infinite, interconnected, self-explaining, living Word. Let’s review some verses
that show this:

38

Sola Scriptura (Latin: by scripture alone) is a theological doctrine held by some Christian
denominations that the Christian scriptures are the sole infallible[citation needed] rule of faith and
practice.
While the scriptures' meaning is mediated through many kinds of secondary authority, such as
the ordinary teaching offices of a denominated church, the ecumenical creeds, the councils of
the catholic church, and so on - sola scriptura, on the other hand, rejects any original infallible
authority other than the Bible. In this view, all secondary authority is derived from the authority
of the scriptures and is therefore subject to reform when compared to the teaching of the Bible.
Church councils, preachers, Bible commentators, private revelation, or even a message allegedly
from an angel or an apostle are not an original authority alongside the Bible in the sola
scriptura approach.
Sola scriptura is a formal principle of many Protestant Christian denominations, and one of
the five solae. It was a foundational doctrinal principle of the Protestant Reformation held by
many of the Reformers, who taught that authentication of scripture is governed by the
discernible excellence of the text as well as the personal witness of the Holy Spirit to the heart
of each man. Some evangelical and Baptist denominations state the doctrine of sola
scriptura more strongly: scripture is self-authenticating, clear (perspicuous) to the rational
reader, its own interpreter ("Scripture interprets Scripture"), and sufficient of itself to be the
final authority of Christian doctrine.[1]
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sola_scriptura
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2 Peter 1:19-21
19 We

have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well
that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the
day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 20 Knowing this first, that
no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. 21 For the
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

The prophetic Word, in order to be a light unto our path39, demands that we
need to understand something first. That the interpretation of the messages
from God does not rest on any man. The verse explains why this is so. No
Scripture is of personal interpretation for the reason that it didn’t come by the
will of man, but rather, that the holy men of God spoke as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost. What doesn’t come from man is not in man’s realm to interpret.
As the prophecy is not of human origin, its interpretation does not rest on any
man either. Let’s read a few verses that illustrate one holy man speaking under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit:
1 Corinthians 2:1And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with
excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of
God. 2 For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and him crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear,
and in much trembling. 4 And my speech and my preaching was not with
enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and
of power: 5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but
in the power of God.6 Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are
perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world,
that come to nought: 7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery,
even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our
glory: 8 Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they
known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But as it is
written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love
him. 10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 11 For what man
knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even
so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 12 Now we
have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God;
that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 13 Which
things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth,
but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with
spiritual. 14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
39

Psalms 119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, And a light unto my path.
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God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned. 15 But he that is spiritual ljudgeth
all things, yet he himself is ljudged of no man. 16 For who hath known the
mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of
Christ.

Paul tells us here that when he went to the Corinthians, he didn’t go with the
excellency and wisdom of human speech, but that his preaching was in the Spirit
and of power. However, Paul is quick to make crystal clear that the words that
he spoke were words of wisdom - wisdom not of this world, but from God
himself. The source of this wisdom was from God. These words of divine wisdom
are spoken amongst those who have reached the wisdom that is not from this
world. God revealed this divine wisdom by His Spirit. The revelation of the deep
things of God is being taught to us by His Spirit, comparing spiritual40 things with
spiritual, that is, comparing the Word of God with the Word of God, until the
building41 of God is complete.

Isaiah 28:9-10
Whom shall he teach knowledge? And whom shall he make to
understand doctrine? Them that are weaned from the milk, And drawn
from the breasts. 10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon
precept; Line upon line, line upon line; Here a little, and there a little:
9

This verse states who will learn knowledge and understand doctrine: it is those
who receive the Word of God as precept upon precept, line upon line, line upon
line, here a little, there a little. “Line upon line” refers to the Word of God in its
context; the Word of God will be understood within the natural flow of the
discourse. “Here a little, there a little” refers to letting God define the terms;
God defines the extension of what He says in one place by what He says at
another place and time. “Precept42 upon precept” refers to our receiving it as
40

Definition of spiritual
(Entry 1 of 2)
1: of, relating to, consisting of, or affecting the spirit : INCORPOREAL
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/spiritual
41
Matthew 7: 24 Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken
him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:
1 Peter 1: 4 To whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of
God, and precious, 5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood,
to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.
42
Definition of precept
1: a command or principle intended especially as a general rule of action
2: an order issued by legally constituted authority to a subordinate official
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/precept
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instruction, as a commandment of God in the light of His character43 that is to
be followed. Understanding doctrine and having knowledge will then be
received when we give to God the honor that is due, when He is above all things
in our life, when we let Him define and expand on His teachings, hearing the
discourse and line of reasoning He presents.
Let’s turn now one more time to Jesus facing the tempter:

Matthew 4:6-7
6 And

saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it
is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their
hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against
a stone. 7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt
the Lord thy God.

Having failed his first attempt, the tempter attacks a second time. Satan noticed
that Jesus shields Himself behind the Word of God by declaring that man shall
live by every word of it, so now Satan intends to trap Christ by the Word. How
does he try to do that? Satan presents to Jesus a promise from the Scriptures,
portraying that promise as unlimited, independently of what the remaining
Scriptures say and what the one claiming the promise does.
To put it differently, Satan demands from Jesus, since He believes in the
Bible, to prove His belief by testing one of the promises, which no one denies,
but it is taken as if the rest of the Scriptures don’t exist. However, Jesus replies
“It is written again”. “Again” here indicates that the promise is not denied as
false, but is accepted; yet something else needs to be added: other Scriptures
must be added which are the Word of God as much as is the promise quoted. In
other words, the Bible doesn’t end with the promise mentioned. More words of
God must be added to it. In this way the verse quoted by Jesus delimits and
interprets the reach of the promise. God will send His angels to protect us, but
at the same time that promise is not an unlimited promise to every time and
circumstance; it is subject to other conditions being met as revealed in the
Scriptures, such as in this particular case, that God should not be tempted. What
Satan was trying to do was for Jesus to tempt God, for Jesus to force God’s
protecting hand.

43

2 Corinthians 4: 6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in
our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
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The Scriptures are understood within the framework of the Scriptures.
The Scriptures explain, delimit and interpret the Scriptures. Every single verse is
subject to this exercise. Every biblical assertion cannot be taken in isolation, but
rather it must be subjected to the rest of the Scriptures in order to understand
its meaning and reach.

Two examples
A natural consequence of this rule of interpretation is that the Bible is
always understood in a literal sense, and only when the Scriptures provide an
explanation of a symbol or figure is it to be applied. The Scriptures must be
interpreted in harmony with the rest of the Scriptures. No one does the
interpretation; the Scriptures themselves do it. That is, the Scriptures are
interpreted literally, and spiritually when the corresponding application is found
in the Scriptures.
Here are two examples in which we will use this principle of
interpretation and see that it is necessary for an improved understanding.
Proverbs 27:17
17 Iron

friend.

sharpeneth iron; So a man sharpeneth the countenance of his

If you had a chance to visit a meat shop, you might have seen how the butcher
frictions iron against iron to sharpen the blade. This makes the cut of the knife
more efficient. This can be taken to the point when the edge is so sharp that
there is little to no effort needed in order to reach the joints and the marrow.
We find this concept here:
Ecclesiastes 10:10 If the iron be blunt, and he do not whet the edge, then
must he put to more strength: but wisdom is profitable to direct.

There is another element introduced in using a knife for cutting, and that is
wisdom. When there is wisdom the cut can be directed in a way in which is more
efficient, therefore less force is needed. This is the primary concept and
understanding that we find in reading “iron sharpeneth iron”. Regarding iron,
we also read the following.
Numbers 35: 16 And if he smite him with an instrument of iron, so that he
die, he is a murderer: the murderer shall surely be put to death.

The Scriptures call a knife or a sword, or any object made out of iron that can be
used to kill a man, an instrument of iron. And now we read an application made
by the apostle Paul:
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Hebrews 4: 12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.
Ephesians 6: 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God:

Let’s read the verse that we are analyzing again:
Proverbs 27:17 Iron sharpeneth iron; So a man sharpeneth the
countenance of his friend.

We see that naturally out of the text comes the literal understanding of two
pieces of iron rubbing against each other to sharpen the blade. However, we
find in the Scriptures that the Word of God is called a sword. We read that the
Word of God is a double-edged sword, and that the sword of the Spirit is the
Word of God. There we find an additional meaning coming out of the text. Iron
sharpens iron. Sword sharpens sword. The Word of God sharpens the Word of
God. Verse sharpens verse. Verse sharpens verse, making its meaning deeper,
its definition more exact, and its declaration more precise. The second
temptation, and how Jesus answered it, is evidence of this.
The verse continues, “so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his
friend”. This is how in comradery, friends mutually sharpen each other in the
use of the Word of God with the Word of God. This is because friends are those
who challenge you, who help you to see what you cannot see, who in love show
you how to be a better person, and those who in respect can test your
understanding and show you your errors. Not in vain does the Scriptures
declare:
Ecclesiastes 12: 11 The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails
fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one
shepherd.
Proverbs 27: 6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend; But the kisses of an
enemy are deceitful.

It is the exchange among friends that refines the persons and ideas, that new
visions be presented and different understandings be shared. In some, the Word
of God is very sharp, while in others, because of lack of exercise, the efficiency
for which it was given is made lame. And so it is with people: they are increased
as a blessing to others based on their sharpness, ability and willingness to be
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sharpened. This becomes then another reason why we should assemble44
together. But there is one Shepherd, the Word of God, who is sharp to the point
of discerning the heart. As the verse says:
Hebrews 4: 12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 Neither is there any creature that is
not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the
eyes of him with whom we have to do.

Only as we are sharpened by Wisdom, in his Spirit, by the Word of God, shall we
be able to stand in the day of His coming45.
Isaiah 7:14-15
14 Therefore

the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall
conceive, and bear a son, And shall call his name Immanuel. 15 Butter and
honey shall he eat, That he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the
good.

This verse tells us that Emmanuel shall eat butter and honey so that He may
know to refuse evil and choose good. Will eating butter and honey help us to
refuse evil and choose good? Let’s read a few other verses about honey and
eating:
Psalms 119:103 How sweet are thy words unto my taste! Yea, sweeter than
honey to my mouth!
Jeremiah 15: 16 Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called by thy
name, O LORD God of hosts.
Revelation 10: 9 And I went unto the angel, and said unto him, Give me
the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it shall
make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey.

The words of God are sweet as honey. If we receive and assimilate them in our
life, they are as if we eat them. Regarding butter we read:

44

Hebrews 10: 25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is;
but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
45
Revelation 6: 15 And the kings of the earth, and tthe great men, and the rich men, and the
u
chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves
in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; 16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on
us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:
17
For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?
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Proverbs 30:33 Surely the churning of milk bringeth forth butter,

Butter is the byproduct of churning milk. It is the churning of milk that produces
butter. Now we read the following:
Hebrews 5: 11 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be
uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. 12 For when for the time ye ought
to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first
principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of
milk, and not of strong meat. 13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful
in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 14 But strong meat
belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use
have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

Milk is the first principle of the oracles of God. Meat is for those who are more
mature, having advanced past the foundational principles of the Word of God.
Meat is for those who have their senses exercised to discern good and evil. It is
when we churn milk that we get meat or butter. It is the churning, the Word of
God churned with the Word of God, that will give us the butter or meat. When
we compare Scripture with Scripture, when we take here a little, there a little,
when we sharpen verse with verse, when we churn verse with verse; it is then
when we obtain meat or butter. The verse in Isaiah declares that Emmanuel
would eat honey and butter, that he may know to refuse evil and choose good.
As confirmed by Paul, the strong meat belongs to those who, by reason of its
use or exercise, are able to discern both good and evil.

An additional concept
To everything mentioned before, some Scripture needs to be added in
order to have a more complete picture. We read as follows:
1 John 2:20 20 But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all
things. … 27 But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in
you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing
jteacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath
taught you, ye shall abide in him.

The Holy one of Israel is Jesus46. The disciples of Jesus will receive an unction47
from Him. This unction comes from Jesus Himself. And it is this unction that
46

Acts 2: 25 For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he
is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: … 27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell,
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.
47
Definition of unction
1: the act of anointing as a rite of consecration or healing
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teaches all things, even to the point that we do not need someone to teach us,
if the unction abides in us. What do we receive from Jesus that will teach us all
things?
John 15: 26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you
from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the
Father, he shall testify of me:
John 14: 26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things
to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

The unction that the disciples receive is the Comforter, or the Holy Spirit. It is
this very same unction (that is, the Holy Spirit) that teaches all things, being one
of His main instruments the Word of God48.

Conclusions
We receive the Scriptures through the Holy Spirit, which uses the
Scriptures to interpret the Scriptures for us. The Bible demands that we define,
delimit and clarify the reach of the Scriptures in light of what the Scriptures
teach. As it is written:
Psalms 36: 9 For with thee is the fountain of life: In thy light shall we see
light.

In His light and in the light of the Scriptures we receive even more light. In the
light of the Word of God, we are enlightened.

2: something used for anointing : OINTMENT, UNGUENT
3a: religious or spiritual fervor or the expression of such fervor
b: exaggerated, assumed, or superficial earnestness of language or manner:
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/unction
48
Ephesians 6: 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God:
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Fifth rule
Our hearts should be willing.
For the Word of God to take root and be fulfilled in our lives bringing
fruit in due time, the soil of our hearts should be willing and ready. The attention
of the listener, reader and doer is as if the soil has been prepared and is
anxiously waiting for the seed and the rain. The human will is needed. Let’s see
a few verses on this:

Matthew 13:1-9
The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side. 2 And
great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into
a ship, and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore. 3 And he
spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went
forth to sow; 4 And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and
the fowls came and devoured them up: 5 Some fell upon stony places,
where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, because
they had no deepness of earth: 6 And when the sun was up, they were
scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away. 7 And some
fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: 8 But
other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an
hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. 9 Who hath ears to hear,
let him hear.
1

Let’s define some terms:
Matthew 13:18 Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. 19 When any
one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then
cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which was sown in his
heart. This is he which received seed by the way side.

It is even clearer in this next verse:
Mark 4:13 And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how
then will ye know all parables? 14 The sower soweth the word.

The seed is the Word of the Kingdom of God; the seed is the Word of God. The
most important issue here is the hearer’s attitude. His eternal destiny hangs on
how he receives the Word of the divine Teacher. Now we read the following:
Matthew 13:19 When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and
understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth away
that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the
way side. 20 But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is
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he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it; 21 Yet hath he
not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or
persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended. 22 He
also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and
the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word,
and he becometh unfruitful. 23 But he that received seed into the good
ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also
beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty.

What is the condition of the heart that makes the Word of God effective? There
are three clear steps: hearing the Word, understanding the Word, and then
bearing fruit. What are the conditions of the heart that make the Word of God
ineffective? These are:
- One who hears the Word of God and does not understand it.
- One who hears the Word of God but stumbles because tribulation or
persecution arises because of the Word, and he is offended.
- One who hears the Word of God but the cares of this world and the
deceitfulness of riches makes him unfruitful.
The verses above describe the conditions of the heart that would prevent the
Word from fulfilling the destiny for which it was sent, which was to bear fruit. If
these conditions are present in our life, they will disable us from effectively
receiving the Word.
The first condition that would disable us to receive the Word and bear
fruit is to not understand the Word. This first condition is extremely important,
since the opposite is also true – in order for the Word to bear fruit the Word
must be understood. Let’s read the following verses regarding understanding
the word:
Daniel 10:1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was revealed
unto Daniel, whose name was called Belteshazzar; and the thing was
true, but the time appointed was long: and he understood the thing, and
had understanding of the vision. 2 In those days I Daniel was mourning
three full weeks. 3 I ate no pleasant bread, neither came flesh nor wine in
my mouth, neither did I anoint myself at all, till three whole weeks were
fulfilled. 4 And in the four and twentieth day of the first month, as I was
by the side of the great river, which is Hiddekel; 5 Then I lifted up mine
eyes, and looked, and behold †a certain man clothed in linen, whose loins
were girded with fine gold of Uphaz: 6 His body also was like the beryl,
and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire,
and his arms and yhis feet like in colour to polished brass, and athe voice
of his words like the voice of a multitude. 7 And I Daniel alone saw the
vision: for the men that were with me saw not the vision; but a great
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quaking fell upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves. 8 Therefore
I was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no
strength in me: for my dcomeliness was turned in me into corruption,
and I retained no strength. 9 Yet heard I the voice of his words: and when
I heard the voice of his words, then was I in a deep sleep on my face, and
my face toward the ground. 10 And, behold, gan hand touched me, which
set me upon my knees and upon the palms of my hands. 11 And he said
unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the words that I
speak unto thee, and hstand upright: for unto thee am I now sent. And
when he had spoken this word unto me, I stood trembling. 12 Then said
he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set
thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy
words were heard, and I am come for thy words. 13 But the prince of the
kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael,
one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the
kings of Persia.

Daniel received words49 in revelation and he understood the vision. We read
that Daniel, probably as a consequence of that vision and/or due to the feast
season, mourned for three full weeks. As part of that, during this time he had a
special and light diet. Once that time was fulfilled, and the feast of the
unleavened bread had already ended50 (a symbol of the bread or Word that
comes down from heaven51), Daniel received another vision in which an angel
spoke to him, the words of which are very important in order to understand the
revelation process.
First of all, Daniel is recognized as someone who is greatly beloved in
heaven. This must not be understood as favoritism, since God is no respecter of
49

The word translated as “a thing” in verse one is  ָדָּברwhich means word; matter, affair; thing,
something; word of God.
50
Feast of unleavened bread lasted for 7 days, commencing on the 15th of the first month and
ending on the 21st of the same month. Then in verse 4 says that on the 24th day of the first
month he received additional heavenly instruction.
51
John 6: 32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that
bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of
God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 34 Then said they
unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. 35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life:
he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.
John 6: 63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto
you, they are spirit, and they are life.
Deuteronomy 32:1 Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; And hear, O earth, the words of my
mouth. 2 My doctrine shall drop as the rain, My speech shall distil as the dew, As the small rain
upon the tender herb, And as the showers upon the grass: 3 Because I will publish the name of
the LORD: Ascribe ye greatness unto our God.
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persons52. Daniel was greatly beloved because he let God love him53. We notice
that a pattern repeats here. John the apostle was also greatly beloved54. The
prophetic revelation is given to those who have accepted in a greater measure
the agape of God. Those who in Peter’s ladder55 are closest to God are the ones
who are privileged to behold the prophetic scenario and understand it.
Secondly, he is asked to not be afraid. Since the first day in which Daniel set his
heart to understand, and then chastened himself before God, Daniel’s words
were heard, and the angel came because of Daniel’s words. What then prepared
the way for Daniel’s words to be heard in the heavenly courts? What prepared
the way not only for his words to be heard, but for an angel to be sent to explain
to him what would happen to God’s people all the way to the end? Two very
important things. First of all, he set his heart to understand. He made the
conscious decision to put his heart in understanding. He didn’t choose to be
indifferent to the revelation; on the contrary! He wished to know and
understand the Word and the will of God. And secondly, he chastened himself
before God. He recognized his errors and that of his nation, and he glorified
God56. These two conditions are part of the key to receiving and understanding
the revelation of the Word of God. Now, the story doesn’t end here. The angel
described the process that happened. There was someone who was opposed to
Daniel receiving the revelation. The will of heaven was for Daniel to receive the
revelation from the very first day, but this is what the Scriptures reveal:
Daniel 10: 13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one
and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help
me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia. … 20 Then said he,
Knowest thou wherefore I come unto thee? and now will I return to fight
with the prince of Persia: and when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of
Grecia shall come.
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Romans 2: 11 For there is no respect of persons with God.
1 John 3:1Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.
1 John 4: 19 We love him, because he first loved us.
Romans 5: 5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
54
John 21: 20 Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which
also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee?
It was John who dwell most on love in his first epistle.
55
2 Peter 1:5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue
knowledge; 6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience
godliness; 7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.
The world translated above as charity is agape in its original language.
56
Daniel 9 offers a template for Daniel´s prayer when mourning and chastening before God.
53

32

The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood or opposed the angel for twentyone days. That is, the angel tried for Daniel to have the understanding from the
very first day, but the prince of Persia would not let him. The angel fought
against the prince of Persia, and for twenty-one days couldn’t prevail. Who is
this prince of Persia? Let’s read the following verses:
John 14: 30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this
world cometh, and hath nothing in me.
Matthew 4: 8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high
mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory
of them; 9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou
wilt fall down and worship me.

Here we have the identity of the prince of Persia. He is the prince of this world,
the one that controls the kingdoms of this world. The prince of the kingdoms of
this world is the Devil, and as such, he has the power to give them up, as when
he offered them up to Jesus in the desert. Now, the reference to Persia is due
to the fact that Daniel was under Persia’s jurisdiction, as it is mentioned in the
book of Daniel. As the prince of Persia, the devil had control of that domain, and
for twenty-one days he impeded and fought against the angel that was bringing
the understanding. It is in this story that we see Michael57, one of the chief
princes. Only after twenty-one days Michael came to help this angel prevail.
Besides God, Michael is the only other one that can prevail against the Devil.
Michael prevails against the prince of this world. We notice that the mourning
period of twenty-one days matches the time that the angel was fighting against
the prince of Persia. We wonder, what would have happened if Daniel had
ceased to pray, to seek understanding, and to mourn and chasten himself before
the twenty-one days were ended? What would have happened if Daniel had
desisted from attempting to understand? It appears to be clear that Daniel’s
persistence is what enabled Michael to intervene in the kingdom of Persia. His
insistence to understand triggers, in the first place, an angel to be sent to give
him understanding, and twenty-one days later, after Michael’s intervention, this
angel could give him the understanding that God wanted him to have. The
perseverance before the throne of grace is also found in two other stories: the
first one when Jacob wrestled with the angel58, and the second one in the unjust
judge59. These three stories reveal the deep desire of a heart that is influenced
by God. This depth is revealed in the parable of the pearl of great price60. How
57

Michael means who is like God?
Genesis 32:22-30
59
Luke 18:1-8
60
Matthew 13:45-46
58

33

precious is the truth to us? How precious is the person of Jesus to us? How much
do we value the gift of heaven?
The second condition in which the Word would not yield fruit is when
the Word, when accepted as it comes, generates conflict, persecution and
offences. And the third condition under which the Word does not yield fruit is
when the cares of this world and the search for a comfortable life in this world
make the Word unfruitful. Let’s put it in a different way: There will be
circumstances in our life in which accepting the Word of God, just as it comes,
will cause affliction, persecution, and the loss of economic gains. We could be
in a situation in which accepting the Word of God might not be popular, and to
live by it might imply opposing the majority. It could mean going in opposite
ways from our family; it could also mean having a different standing than our
religious community. If we look at the history of God’s people through the ages,
these circumstances were the norm rather than the exception. In fact, this is
what the Bible says:
2 Timothy 3: 12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution. 13 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse,
deceiving, and being deceived.

Note how persecution is connected with deception, that is, with the teaching of
lies instead of truth, and evil men being deceived and deceiving. To deceive and
to be deceived is in close connection with men being evil.
Matthew 10: 21 And the brother shall deliver up the brother to death, and
the father the child: and the children shall rise up against their parents,
and cause them to be put to death. … 24 The disciple is not above his
master, nor the servant above his lord. 25 It is enough for the disciple that
he be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If they have called the
master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of his
household?

Christ Himself warns His disciples that the disciple will not be above his master.
But the Bible doesn’t end here; “there a little”61 it says:
Mark 10: 29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is
no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother,
or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s, 30 But he shall
receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and
sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in
the world to come eternal life.

61

Isaiah 28:13
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Those who know their God know that He is a gentleman, and that He will fulfill
His Word better than what His disciples can imagine. But naturally the flesh
holds onto the visible, instead of the invisible62. When faced with the prospects
of affliction, of being taken out of the church books and having one’s reputation
tarnished, the faith of many is shaken. Sometimes even the fact that one works
for a religious institution can be barrier to study, if one’s study leads in a
direction that goes against the traditions of that institution. This affects not only
friendships and family, but also causes work friends and the job itself to be in
jeopardy. And this is how the Word of God is fulfilled, not because God wants it
to be so. The Word of God loses its efficiency in many people in the face of
persecution, affliction and the loss of temporal prosperity. What many won’t
pay attention to is the many subtle ways in which one can actually drown the
Word of God. In other words we need to learn of Christ, and be willing to leave
our ambitions, desires and self on the altar so that the Word of God may yield
its peaceable fruit.
How must the soil be in those who are to receive the Word of God? How
are we to receive the seed? How are we to receive Christ63, then?
Luke 8: 15 But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and
good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with
patience.

The good ground is an honest and good heart, and then, having heard the Word,
to keep it and bring forth fruit with patience. Who is the one with an honest and
good heart? All those who sincerely want to do the will of God, because it says:
John 7: 17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine,
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.

In other words, in order to know doctrine, it is necessary to have the
desire to do the will of God. Then truth shall be known. The key to knowledge
and doctrine is the desire to do the will of God. He who wants to do the will of
God, and gives himself up to follow the convictions of the Holy Spirit, is of an
honest and good heart. Having done that, the unction of the Comforter will
guide the understanding and interpretation of the Scriptures, bringing forth
62

Hebrews 11: 24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh’s daughter; 25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy
the pleasures of sin for a season; 26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the
treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward. 27 By faith he forsook
Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.
63
1 John 3: 9 Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and
he cannot sin, because he is born of God.
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fruit. The honest and good hearted will hear the Word of God, and accept it as
such, as if speaking personally to them, and as such they will treasure it, and
keep it always present.

Mark 10:15
15 Verily

I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God
as a little child, he shall not enter therein.

Jesus says that in order to receive the kingdom of God, we should receive it as
a little child. What is the kingdom of God? We find it explained here:
Mark 4: 26 And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast
seed into the ground; … 30 And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the
kingdom of God? or with what comparison shall we compare it? 31 It is
like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, is less
than all the seeds that be in the earth:

When Jesus speaks of receiving the kingdom, He speaks of receiving the seed or
the Word of God. In order to receive the kingdom of God and to enter into it,
we need to receive it as a little child.
Matthew 11: 25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.

And we wonder, how is a little child? First of all, a little child is gullible. A little
child will usually believe everything that he is told and act on that belief, until
he learns that people can lie to him. Additionally, a little child is curious. It is well
known that there is an age during which children never stop asking why
questions. They are curious and long for understanding. The world is before
them and they explore everything. Their brains are like a sponge, ever ready to
know and understand everything that surrounds them. A little child is the
humblest, most malleable, simplest, most open and gullible person that exists
on this planet. And this is how adults should be, in order to receive the seed.
In addition, we read the following verses:
Luke 10: 21 In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from
the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even so,
Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight. 22 All things are delivered to
me of my Father: and no man knoweth who the Son is, but the Father;
and who the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal
him. 23 And he turned him unto his disciples, and said privately, Blessed
are the eyes which see the things that ye see:
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Matthew 11: 25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. 26 Even
so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. 27 All things are delivered
unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father;
neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to
whomsoever the Son will reveal him.

Jesus sent the seventy by two to the cities, and at their return, Jesus rejoiced.
What the disciples went through in that missionary trip was a testimony to
Christ’s mission, a testimony that declared the words of Jesus to be true. What
the disciples experienced confirmed Jesus’ identity as the Messiah of this world.
Jesus then glorifies His Father. Why does He do that? He does it because the
Father hid these things from the wise and prudent, but He revealed them unto
babes. Jesus there, without delay, declares what revelation it is that the babes
receive: His identity and mission. Jesus says, “all things are delivered unto me of
my Father”. Jesus declares Himself to be the Intercessor of the world. There was
nothing left that was not delivered into the hands of the Son. When Jesus came,
the men of the earth (the wise, the prudent) were incapable, in their own
wisdom, to see the Son of God in His humble bearing. Only the babes, those
who in simplicity of spirit listened, believed and followed, could discern the glory
of the character of the Son. Jesus then declares that no one knows the Son,
except the Father, and that no one knows the Father, save the Son and those to
whom the Son will reveal. Jesus declares Himself to be the Father’s Revelator.
He is the one who is the Revelation of the Father. The knowledge of the Father
and who He is comes from Jesus, who gives it to who He wants. We can know
the Father if we fix our eyes upon Jesus, because He said:
John 14: 8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth
us. 9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet
hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the
Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? 10 Believest thou
not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak
unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he
doeth the works.

By beholding the Son, we learn of the Father and know who the Father is. Jesus
Himself tells us that His words are the very works of His Father. In the perfect
man Jesus, the glorious characteristics of the Father are found64, dwelling in Him
64

2 Corinthians 4: 3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4 In whom the god of
this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel
of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 5 For we preach not ourselves, but
Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who commanded
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the fullness of the Godhead65. Seeing Jesus is seeing the Father. Let’s read one
more verse that will confirm what we are concluding:
Matthew 16: 13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?
14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and
others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 15 He saith unto them, But whom
say ye that I am? 16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God. 17 And Jesus answered and said unto
him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.

Who is Jesus? We saw before that the revelation of who Jesus is, the revelation
of Jesus Christ, is given by the Father to babes. To Jesus’ question of who He is,
it is Peter who answers, saying, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God”.
Jesus then declares Peter to be a blessed man, because he received that
revelation from the Father who is in heaven.

An additional concept
Let’s continue reviewing how the revelation process occurs. How does
the revelation of Jesus Christ come to the human being? How is that revelation
given? To what we have already covered, we will add the following:
Malachi 2:7 For the priest’s lips should keep knowledge, And they should
seek the law at his mouth: For he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts.
Hebrews 13: 7 Remember them which qhave the rule over you, who have
spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the
end of their conversation. … 17 Obey them that have the rule over you,
and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must
give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is
unprofitable for you.

The priest or pastor should keep knowledge66. It is from the priest that we
should learn the law. The priest is the messenger of the Lord, and we should
remember him. Those who speak the Word of God unto us should rule,
considering their conversation67. We should most earnestly pray for our pastors
the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
65
Colossians 2: 9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
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Matthew 13: 51 Jesus saith unto them, Have ye understood all these things? They say unto
him, Yea, Lord. 52 Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the
kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his
treasure things new and old.
67
Definition of conversation
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and spiritual leaders. It is here where the second temptation in the desert is
presented68. Here some, when tempted, fail. While accepting these verses, they
ignore or don’t acknowledge that God reveals understanding to babes. It is here
where they might come to believe that they are wise and prudent, ignoring the
required conditions of the heart. They stop being like little children. It is here
where some might be tempted to believe that their combined decision is wise
and authoritative, ignoring the rest of the revelation that shows that their
authority comes and is based on the Scriptures alone. It is written “again” that
in order to receive the Word, an honest and good heart is needed, which only
the Lord can give69, because a deceitful heart will lead astray. As it is written
“again” (“again” means to add on and expand upon):
Psalms 23:1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

The Lord wants to be my guide! He wants to have a direct personal relationship
with me! As it is written “again”:
John 6: 45 It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God.
Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father,
cometh unto me.
James 1:5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all
men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him. 6 But let him

ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the
sea driven with the wind and tossed.
What a precious truth! God wants to take us into an intimate personal
relationship where each one of us can be learning at His feet. Let’s receive the
full Word of God, praying for our spiritual leaders, while looking for that
personal relationship with the Lord.

1obsolete : CONDUCT, BEHAVIOR
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/conversation
68
Matthew 4: 5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of
the temple, 6And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written,
He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest
at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 7Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.
Read the comment of this temptation in this booklet fourth rule.
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Psalms 51:10 Create in me a clean heart, O God; And renew a right spirit within me.
Jeremiah 17: 9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know
it?
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Conclusions
For the Word of God to be understood, it needs a heart that is willing to
receive it. The words need to be understood, not only heard. It might happen
that the Word received is not understood, but God is anxious to send
understanding to those who ask for it. There might be spiritual obstacles, but
eventually Jesus Christ will remove all impediments. Offenses, suffering, and the
cares and riches of this world block the Word from bearing fruit. Only those who
are as little children in spirit, who consider God as their Father and receive all
His words as such, will receive the Word. By beholding the Son, we learn of the
Father and know who the Father is. The revelation of Jesus Christ is given by the
Father to babes. The message of the gospel, the message of the Father and the
Son, would be received by all who would receive it as little children. The natural
process of revelation is through the priest as a messenger of God, he should
keep knowledge, and the law should be in his lips; but God desires as much as a
Father to hold a close personal communion with each of us, in which we can
receive wisdom and understanding from Him.
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Overall Conclusions
These are the basic five rules of interpretation. All Scriptures must be
taken, without adding nor subtracting. The Scriptures cannot be contradicted,
and must be explained using the Scriptures themselves, while praying for God
to change our hearts and give us light.
There are a few points worth noting. The first one is that God, as the
Creator of the human mind, is best suited to develop the best teaching tool for
it. In that regard, the Scriptures are unsurpassable, since they were designed
specifically for the human condition. We could learn from the teaching
principles implied in it in order to replicate it in all teaching areas.
One of the things that we see in the Bible is the principle of repetition
and expansion. We see that in one part of the Bible a message is given, and then
in another place the same message is given but from a different angle, and then
it is repeated somewhere else in a different setting again. Another principle that
we can clearly see in the Bible is the use of figures and illustrations. We covered
a few earlier in this booklet. In repetition there is an expansion of content that
helps to develop the topic in consideration. There are different examples of all
of this, but we could briefly think of two: One of them is the gospel. There is not
one book of the gospel, but four different books, each one with its own unique
perspective, describing the events that were more relevant to each author. The
stories repeat and amplify themselves in the gospels. The other example is the
prophecies found in the book of Daniel. Everything started with
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in chapter 2. Then the same sequence is presented in
Daniel chapter 7, but from a different perspective, and further in the vision of
Daniel 8 and 9, concluding with what is presented in the last chapters of the
book. The concept of repetition and expansion is massively used within the
Scriptures. It becomes clearer, as we consider it, that some of God’s main
teaching methods are those of repetition, expansion and illustration.
As we move progressively through the Bible, the vision expands the
knowledge frontiers, covering more and more ground, as if we were ascending.
This leads us to the conviction that we cannot be safe if we use just one verse
as evidence of something. The more passages that are included, the better will
be the understanding obtained. The more Bible texts we have when considering
one topic, the more depth will be available to us. In this sense, the Scriptures
are clear: all Scripture should be used, with nothing missing, so that it can bear
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fruit; this means that His promises can be a reality in our lives through an
understanding given by God.
When we study the Scriptures, there will be times in which the available
testimony will seem to be contradictory. It will seem impossible to uphold one
verse without invalidating another one. Sometimes the apparent contradictions
resolve themselves in the same context; sometimes they don’t. Some other
times, we will find that the contradictions dissolve when we look at the meaning
of a word, especially in its original language. Sometimes they don’t. Let’s see a
few examples of this to better understand it:
Psalms 9: 7 But the LORD shall endure John 5: 22 For the Father judgeth no
for ever: He hath prepared his throne man, but hath committed all
for judgment. 8And he shall judge the judgment unto the Son:
world in righteousness, He shall
minister judgment to the people min
uprightness.
Matthew 10: 34 Think not that I am John 16: 33 These things I have spoken
come to send peace on earth: I came unto you, that in me ye might have
not to send peace, but a sword.
peace. In the world ye shall have
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I
have overcome the world.
Revelation 14: 6 And I saw another
angel fly in the midst of heaven,
having the everlasting gospel to
preach unto them that dwell on the
earth, and to every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and people,
7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God,
and give glory to him; for the hour of
his judgment is come: and worship
him that made heaven, and earth,
and the sea, and the fountains of
waters.

1 John 4: 17 Herein is our love made
perfect, that we may have boldness in
the day of judgment: because as he is,
so are we in this world. 18 There is no
fear in love; but perfect love casteth
out fear: because fear hath torment.
He that feareth is not made perfect in
love.

1 Kings 15: 4 Nevertheless for David’s
sake did the LORD his God give him a
lamp in Jerusalem, to set up his son
after him, and to establish Jerusalem:
5 Because David did that which was
right in the eyes of the LORD, and

1 Kings 14: 7 Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus
saith the LORD God of Israel,
Forasmuch as I exalted thee from
among the people, and made thee
prince over my people Israel, 8 And
rent the kingdom away from the
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turned not aside from any thing that
he commanded him all the days of his
life, save only in the matter of Uriah
the Hittite.

house of David, and gave it thee: and
yet thou hast not been as my servant
David, who kept my commandments,
and who followed me with all his
heart, to do that only which was right
in mine eyes;

Proverbs 26: 4 Answer not a fool Proverbs 26: 5 Answer a fool according
according to his folly, Lest thou also to his folly, Lest he be wise in his own
be like unto him.
conceit.
John 1: 18 No man hath seen God at any
time; the only begotten Son, which is in
the bosom of the Father, he hath
declared him.

Exodus 24: 9 Then went up Moses, and
Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy
of the elders of Israel: 10 And they saw
the God of Israel: and there was under
his feet as it were a paved work of a
sapphire stone, and as it were the body
of heaven in his clearness.

Romans 3: 30 Seeing it is one God, which Psalms 38: 1 I will praise thee with my
shall justify the circumcision by faith, whole heart: Before the gods will I sing
and uncircumcision through faith.
praise unto thee.
Matthew 28: 19 Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost:

Does God judge, or He doesn’t? Does Jesus send peace, or He doesn’t? Should
we fear God, or there is no fear in the love of God? Did David not turn aside in
anything except in Uriah’s matter, or did he do only what was right? Should we
answer a fool according to his folly or not? Has no man seen God at any time, or
were there people who saw Him? Is God one or more?
The examples above show that there will be times when we will find
information that will appear contradictory. It will seem impossible to hold one
verse without invalidating another one. The failure and consequences of not
incorporating two apparently contradictory concepts is well illustrated in
history. Israel was waiting for the coming of the Messiah. They were waiting for
His coming in glory. The hopes of the nation, the leaders and the people alike,
were in the coming of the Messiah in His majesty. But the Bible also gives
testimony of the suffering Messiah. The inability to add the full revelation of the
Messiah to their beliefs brought the consequences that we all know in His
rejection and crucifixion. Why did the people of God take this path? What were
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the circumstances that led them to completely ignore part of the truth? What
role did the spiritual leaders play? Faced with such an event that brought so
much frustration and spilt blood, shouldn’t we be able to learn from our
forefathers?
It wasn’t lack of intellectual power; in these matters that it is never the
problem. The answer is in the heart, in our human nature70. This story is a mirror
which helps us understand why our nature tends to reject Biblical concepts that
are in contradiction with other sometimes wonderful promises. This natural
condition of the heart will always reveal itself unless held in check by the Spirit
of God. But we shouldn’t be afraid of these contradictions. On the contrary, we
should be looking for, searching out and holding contradictions dear. The
apparent contradictions are signs that our understanding is imperfect; they are
a promise of greater light. The very Scriptures will clear them away. Sometimes
we tend to discuss and argue regarding two points of view, instead of letting the
mind fuse them, through further scriptural study and prayer, into one with a
deeper vision. It is in this fusion where the background vision comes into focus
as well, if the illustration is valid. It is in this situation in which the bi-dimensional
image gains in depth and granularity. Sometimes this inability to fuse the two
images into one is the reason why the Scriptures are spiritualized. Spiritual
meanings are given to statements that we cannot reconcile in their literal sense,
when in reality it is in the fusion of the literal where the vision receives depth
and richness. The apparent contradictions are a door to knowledge. When these
apparent contradictions are solved through the Scriptures, a new field of
knowledge opens up to the student, while giving greater order to previous
understanding. And as we explore, further closed doors will be found, waiting
to be opened. We will also find contradictions that might be too high for us and
that might first require several layers of understanding before they can be
unlocked. When these contradictions are solved, specifically when referring to
the character of God, once cleared, they reveal the beauty and perfection of His
character.
To know truth, then, we should gather all Scripture statements - every
single word about a topic. Every statement, declaration, belief and doctrine
must be tested in light of all the verses and references to that topic in the Bible.
70

“Why did so many of the people of Jesus' day fail to see God's self-revelation in Jesus?
Because they refused to subject themselves to the guidance of the Holy Spirit through the
Scriptures, they misinterpreted God's message and crucified their Saviour. Their problem was
not one of intellect. It was their closed hearts that darkened their minds, resulting in eternal
loss.” Seventh Day Adventist Believe, page 19.
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Even more, it must be tested in the light of the whole Bible. The truth will be
the position that does not contradict any declaration within the Bible along with
the character manifested by the life of the Son of God as Son of Man. The truth
will be in the position that does not break the Word of God, that affirms as truth
the totality of the Scriptures. To follow in this practice is to position ourselves
behind the shield of the Lord. The Bible is the end of every argument and
dispute. The Bible closes it. If we were not to follow it, what would we do?
Would we follow the teachings of any man, instead71? There are not too many
options, are there?
It is then my belief that, following these simple rules of interpretation
untiringly, we will be guided into the knowledge of Jesus. May God help us all.

71

1 Kings 13: 11 Now there dwelt an old prophet in Beth-el; and his sons came and told him all
the works that the man of God had done that day in Beth-el: the words which he had spoken
unto the king, them they told also to their father. 12 And their father said unto them, What way
went he? For his sons had seen what way the man of God went, which came from Judah. 13 And
he said unto his sons, Saddle me the ass. So they saddled him the ass: and he rode thereon,
14
And went after the man of God, and found him sitting under an oak: and he said unto him, Art
thou the man of God that camest from Judah? And he said, I am. 15 Then he said unto him, Come
home with me, and eat bread. 16 And he said, I may not return with thee, nor go in with thee:
neither will I eat bread nor drink water with thee in this place: 17 For it was said to me by the
word of the LORD, Thou shalt eat no bread nor drink water there, nor turn again to go by the way
that thou camest. 18 He said unto him, I am a prophet also as thou art; and an angel spake unto
me by the word of the LORD, saying, Bring him back with thee into thine house, that he may eat
bread and drink water. But he lied unto him. 19 So he went back with him, and did eat bread in
his house, and drank water. 20 And it came to pass, as they sat at the table, that the word of the
LORD came unto the prophet that brought him back: 21 And he cried unto the man of God that
came from Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Forasmuch as thou hast disobeyed the mouth of
the LORD, and hast not kept the commandment which the LORD thy God commanded thee, 22 But
camest back, and hast eaten bread and drunk water in the place, of the which the LORD did say
to thee, Eat no bread, and drink no water; thy carcase shall not come unto the sepulchre of thy
fathers. 23 And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread, and after he had drunk, that he saddled
for him the ass, to wit, for the prophet whom he had brought back. 24 And when he was gone, a
lion met him by the way, and slew him: and his carcase was cast in the way, and the ass stood
by it, the lion also stood by the carcase. 25 And, behold, men passed by, and saw the carcase cast
in the way, and the lion standing by the carcase: and they came and told it in the city where the
old prophet dwelt.
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